DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

his throat and to the mild warmth of the Italian
lakes.

But she was most anxious that William should
leave Berlin too, and this was not so reasonable, for
while the Crown Prince was abroad it was only right
that his eldest son should represent him. She thought
that it was bad for him to be always with the Bis-
marcks and the Emperor who spoilt and flattered
him, and she was jealous for her husband's sake that
William was taking his place, continuing the process
of his obliteration. And what a fuss, she wrote to
her mother, Germany was making over the celebra-
tions for Bismarck's completion of twenty-five years
of office ! No doubt he had done great things for
the Fatherland, but she had always considered him
a man belonging to the dark Middle Ages to whom
force was everything. It was pitiable to see how the
young generation worshipped him.

Official Germany soon began to murmur again at
the Crown Prince's prolonged absence, and now all
the blame of that, so Count Radolin-Radolinsky
amiably informed the Crown Princess, was put on
her. That was cruelly unfair : and she told him
that such criticism was ce as unjust and ignorant as
it was spiteful and impertinent,53 for it had been
agreed that this regime promised best for her hus-
band's recovery. It was personal hostility to her,
she well knew, such as had pursued her ever since she
came to Germany, that prompted their malice. " I
am an English woman," she wrote to a friend,
" suspected of Liberal, of free-thinking and artistic
tendencies; of cosmopolitan and humanitarian
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